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The Hindu

Pallam Raju returns to work

MWW Pallam Raju

Union Human Resource Development Minister M. M. Pallam Raju, who stayed away from office for over two
months protesting the bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh, resumed work on Friday from his chamber in Shastri
Bhawan, which houses his Ministry.

Immediately after his arrival, Austrian Ambassador to India Bernhard Wrabetz called on him following which he
chaired a meeting for selection of a director for IIT Bombay.

Mr. Raju had been mostly attending official work either from his official residence or from the committee room of
the Ministry since October 4.

While he had started attending official functions abouta month ago, Ministry officials would brief him at his
residence. The Minister's absence from his chamber was considered symbolic and an attempt at appeasing his
voters in his constituency.

“There was no prior information until he turned up atabout 3 p.m., leaving us surprised,” said a senior Ministry
official.

To leave forUS

However, in the coming weeks he would mostly stay put at his constituency which is still witnessing unrest over the
bifurcation issue.

Mr. Raju is also slated to go to the US on a private visit during the weekend.
Speaking at a function on November 6 here, Raju had said: .

“I am going through a very different way of working myself. In reality I have quit being a minister, I have submitted
my resignation to the Prime Minister which he has not accepted as yet.”-PTI

The Union Minister had stayed awway from office for over tivo months protesting the State’s
bifurcation

Printable version | Dec 21, 2013 9:54:18 AM | http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national
/tp-andhrapradesh/pallam-raju-returns-to-work/article5485602. ece
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IIT-M lab to study traffic, aid navigation

Vivek Narayanan

Researchers will monitor traffic flow using GPS from buses. About 100 GPS devices have been fixed in WMTC buses. Photo B, Shivajl mhe Hie
Rao

The transportation engineering division of II'T-Madras is conducting research to provide real-time information on
traffie to the public.

The experimental project known as advanced traveller information system (ATIS), funded by the Union ministry of
communication and information technology, is being conducted by the transportation engineering division ofthe
department of civil engineering,

The project was initiated a few years ago by faculty members, R. Sivanandan, Karthik K. Srinivasan, V. Lelitha Devi
and Gitakrishnan Ramadurai.

As part of the study, about 100 GPS devices have been fixed in MTC buses. Also, 30 cameras and 15 antennas have
been installed on Sardar Patel Road, IT Corridor, Velachery Road and Taramani Road.

Traffic flow will be monitored by researchers in the intelligent transportation systems (ITS) lab at IIT-M using GPS
from buses. Live traffic feed from the cameras will also be used to monitor congestion.

Information about the traffic and the approximate time it will take to travel to a particular destination on the four
stretches will be transferred to a website.

“As of now, we are just monitoring traffic and using the data for our study. Once the project is completed, it will be
available to the public. Anybody can select source and destination points, and the shortest route and estimated
travel time on different routes will be displayed,” said Prof. Sivanandan.

Work is on to install six electronic sign boards for the benefit of motorists on these roads. The data from the lab will
be sent to these boards. Besides, the department is also working on a project to provide bus timings to passengers.

With the help of GPS in the buses, their positions will be transferred to the ITS lab. The research team is also
planning a system for sending SMS about the bus route, bus timing and location of the bus. This can be done once
passengers register their mobile number with the lab.

Kevwords: IIT-Madras, advanced traveller information system, ATIS, Union ministry of communication and
information technology, real-time traffic information

Printable version | Dec 21, 2013 9:53:40 AM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/iitm-lab-to-study-
traffic-aid-navigation/article5483888.ece
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Hiring at IIT: Not all computer science graduates placed

Hemali Chhapia, TNN | Dec 21, 2013, 04.08 AM IST
MUMBAI: A computer science degree from an Indian Institute of Technology does more than just
sate the quest for an education. Each year, millions of 18-year-olds take an entrance exam, many of
their eyes set on grabbing a seat in the computer science (CS) school, only to graduate four years
hence feeling like a million dollars, and going on to make all that money. This year though the story
has been different for some.

As the first phase of placements at all the IITs come to a close, a handful of computer science
students are yet to be placed and will participate in the second edition that starts in January. Most of
their other batchmates got bulge-bracket offers during the very first hours of placement. Half the CS
batch at most tech schools was placed by the end of Day 1.

Across the ITTs, recruitment for computer science graduates closes the earliest with companies
snapping up all the talent available. Often, recruiters that want to come in the latter part of the
hiring season have to be turned away as no graduates are availahle.

But this year, IIT-Bombay has nine CS students who are yet to be placed. IIT-Guwahati has 153 CS candidates who will be a part of placements in
January.

Five MTech computer science graduates from IIT-Kanpur, and three from IIT-Madras will sit through the second round of the placement process.

"Generally, computer science students all get placed early in the placement process, but we have a few students who have not yet been placed. Some
do not have the required credits or have a low CGPA," said professor Babu Viswanathan, placement advisor at IIT-Madras. Close to 50% of the
batch has heen placed with CS topping the charts.

The story is similar at IIT-Guwahati with 40% of the batch being placed of the 912 who have registered for placements. Close to 85% of the CS
students from the graduating class have heen hired, barring six BTech and seven MTech candidates.

At IIT-Delhi though, 100% computer science students have been hired. Close to 65% of the 1,100 candidates who registered for placements at
IIT-Kanpur have been placed.

"There are many reasons why some IIT-Bombay students are not yet placed. Some haven't selected by any firm, some have not found anything
interesting enough, others are still waiting for a university they may want to go to or they may dabble in a start-up,” said a member of ITT-B's
placement team.



